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Job outlook for the class of 2011 is more positive than it was for the class of 2010 (pictured here), with employers planning to hire more college graduates. Job outlook is expected to 


Is There Life After Graduation for Class of 2011? 


By Jordan Kilty 
Features Editor 


One of the most common questions college students 
are asked is what their major is, and college seniors have 
no doubt fielded countless queries about what they plan 
to do with their degrees after graduation. 

While such an emphasis on life post-St. Michael’s 
can be terrifying, the Class of 2011 now has a reason to 
breathe a little easier. Employers plan to hire 19.3 percent 
more college graduates this year than they did last year, 
according to a report by the National Association of Col- 
leges and Employers. 

With the exception of retail trade, the information 
industry and the government, hiring is increasing across 
the board. Engineering is in the lead, with a 97.1 percent 


increase in hiring since 2010. Business and accounting 
are also high on the list, which comes as no surprise to 
Chris Clary, the director of career development at St. Mi- 
chael’s. 

Clary said engineering and accounting majors typi- 
cally find jobs more easily than other majors because they 
require specific skills, especially in science and math. 

“The number of students who have degrees in these 
fields is small, and demand for these jobs is high, so it 
makes sense that these students have an easier time when 
it comes to jobs. It’s all about supply and demand,” Clary 
said. 

At St. Michael’s, the average annual number of en- 
gineering majors over the past 10 years is 22, while the 
average for accounting is 57, a relatively small number 


compared to psychology, which averages 235 students 
and elementary education with 171 students, according 
to data provided by the registrar’s office. 

With only 8 percent of humanities-related profes- 
sions hiring, the prospect of finding a job for philosophy 
or English majors might seem bleak, but Clary said stu- 
dents in these majors aren’t out of luck. 

“In general, humanities students are hired in lower 
numbers in fields related to their major right out of col- 
lege and receive lower salaries initially, but once they are 
in the workplace, they tend to move up quickly because 
they are so versatile,” Clary said. 


See GRADUATION on page 17 
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University of Vermont stu- 
dents passed by 1,100 unclaimed 
backpacks on the ground on their 
way to and from classes on April 
19. Each backpack represented 
the life of a student who com- 
mitted suicide while enrolled in 
college and was donated by a 
family directly impacted by sui- 
cide. Some bags had real stories 


“Send Silence Packing” is a 
traveling educational exhibit that 
takes places in high-traffic ar- 
eas on college campuses to raise 
awareness about suicide and to 
encourage open dialogue about 
mental health. The first presen- 
tation took place in 2008 on the 
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All campuses that host 


Columns National Mall in D.C. and has 
been traveling across the U.S. 
mer J ever since, said Sara Abelson, 
Foo r enters — the program director for Active 
Light Review, oe eres 18 Minds in DO. 
‘The Vampire's... 5.22: 18 
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Active Minds chapter. There 
are now more than 300 chapters 
nationwide. 

“Dialogue is important be- 
cause college students are more 
likely to turn to their peers when 
facing an issue, so students need 
to be educated within mental 
health topics,’ Abelson said. 

Abelson said “Send Silence 
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Just a fraction of the 1,100 backpacks representing the number of college students who commit suicide annu- 
ally displayed outside Carson Hall at Dartmouth College on April 20, 2011. 


Packing” is meant to bring about 
regular conversations on sui- 
cide. 

When the UVM Active 
Minds chapter voted to host the 
national event, the group couldn’t 
say no, said Abby Levinsohn, 
senior and co-president of the 
chapter. 

“We knew this could be 
huge; I knew we couldn’t pass 
the opportunity up,” she said. 
“Most people were in shock 
about the number of backpacks 
and the statistics, so it really was 
eye-opening.” 

Levinsohn said the exhibit 
brings out a lot of emotions for 
those who have lost a loved one 
to suicide, and many viewers 
thanked Active Minds for put- 
ting it on. 

“The backpacks are in mem- 
ory of the happy times and the 


lives of those lost to suicide,” she 
said. “‘Send Silence Packing’ not 
only exposes people to truth and 
reality, but it also guides people 
to resources on campus.” 

Following UVM, “Send 
Silence Packing” visited Dart- 
mouth College in Hanover, N. H. 
The weather was chilling there 
on April 20, mirroring the real- 
ity of 1,100 college students who 
take their lives every year. 

Although Dartmouth junior 
Alejandro Luperon said he’s 
never had suicidal thoughts, the 
number of college students rep- 
resented by the backpacks was 
not surprising to him. 

“Suicide is like asking a 
question in class. There’s always 
at least one more person around 
you thinking it,’ Luperon said. 

In reaction to “Send Silence 
Packing,” St. Michael’s Dean of 


Students Michael Samara said 
in an emailed statement that he 
felt it was a powerful method to 
create awareness, but that it may 
be too painful for those directly 
impacted by suicide. 

“T wondered about the safe- 
ty net being tight enough for 
individuals who may have been 
touched by suicide and how this 
powerful program might be too 
painful a reminder for them,” 
Samara wrote. 

However, Ernie Porco, fa- 
ther of the late Jordan Porco who 
committed suicide in his dorm 
room in February, attended 
“Send Silence Packing” at the 
University of Connecticut and 
said the event is an immense 
form of awareness for students. 
He said he applauds the work 
that Active Minds has done to 
start mental health dialogue. 





P-DAY SECURITY LOG 


Excerpts from April 29 - May 1 reports provided by St. Michael’s College Department of Public Safety 


Friday, April 29 


1:51 a.m. Drunkenness: Hospital Observation, Hamel 


Hall 


2:09 a.m. Vandalism: Student Property, Hamel Hall 


Saturday, April 30 


2:01 a.m. Alcohol Violation, Ryan Hall 


5:41 p.m. Alcohol Violation, Pontigny Hall 


7:21 p.m. Alcohol Violation, Cashman Hall 


8:28 p.m. Medical Assist, St. Edmund’s Hall 


9:25 p.m. Fire Safety Violation, Hamel Hall 


10:08 p.m. Alcohol Violation, Ryan Hall 
11:26 p.m. Disorderly Conduct, Ryan Hall 


11:38 p.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Rescue, 


Partill Hall 


2:13 p.m. Drunkenness: Released to Responsible 


1:49 a.m. Drunkenness: Act One, 300s Townhouses 


1:51 a.m. Drunkenness: Released to Responsible 
Party, 300s Townhouses 


2:20 a.m. Disorderly Conduct, Cashman Hall 
2:20 a.m. Drunkenness: Act One, Cashman Hall 
2:47 a.m. Fire: Outdoor, 300s Townhouses 





2:56 a.m. Fight, 300s Townhouse: 


Party, Alumni Hall 


3:08 p.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Friend/Family, 
300s Field 


3:29 p.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Rescue, 300s 
Field 


5:20 p.m. Disorderly Conduct, Pontigny Hall 


11:47 p.m. Drunkenness: Act One, 300s Townhouses 


Sunday, May 1 


12:12 a.m. Disorderly Conduct: Physical, 300s Town- 
houses 


12:57 a.m. Fire: Outdoor, 300s Townhouses 
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Porco Family Speaks Out on Suicide 


A foundation to encourage suicide awareness is created in student’s memory 


By Kelley Bureau 
Managing Editor 


In honor of Jordan Porco, 
the St. Michael’s first-year who 
committed suicide in February, 
his family has created a foun- 
dation in his name to provide 
resources to students experienc- 
ing the stresses of college and to 
promote suicide awareness. 

The Jordan Matthew Porco 
Foundation’s website, remem- 
beringjordan.com, captures 
the deceased student’s spirit by 
showcasing photos and videos 
of him and his favorite songs. It 
also provides resources for over- 
whelmed students and parents, 
as well as an option to donate to 
the foundation. 

National Fresh-Check Day 
is one of the first steps the foun- 
dation has made to encourage 
dialogue about mental health. 
To be held annually on Oct. 21, 
Jordan’s birthday, the day urges 
colleges to literally check in 
with their first-year students to 
see how they’re dealing with the 
stresses of a new environment. 
On this day, colleges participat- 
ing will assess the mental well- 
being of their students. The 
foundation created media kits 
to assist colleges in hosting Na- 
tional Fresh-Check Day. 

“This offers holistic 
approaches to get con- 
versations flow- 
ing,” said Ernie 
Porco, Jor- 
dan’s 
fa - 











Photo Courtesy of the Porco Family 


Ernie, Jordan, Marisa and Taylor Porco at Jordan’s high school graduation. 


ther. “We’re not about lecturing, 
not about suicide prevention; 
we’re about communication . . . 
We want to bring up awareness 
so the kids know it, so they can 
touch it, feel it, smell it.” 

When the foundation begins 
working with colleges directly, 
Porcosaid St. Michael’s will bethe 
first college to receive resources. 
He plans to discuss with the ad- 

min- 






















tration the best way to provide 
tools for the school. 

“We're trying to make a dif- 
ference so other kids don’t have 
to go through what Jordan went 
through, so that no family has to 
go down the road we have to,” he 
said. 

Porco said his son did not 
show any signs of being suicid- 
al—something he’s learned is 
commonly the case among those 
who take their own lives. 

“So many people have 
reacted with saying, ‘it 
could have been our 
kid,’” he said. 
In addition, 
70 students, fam- 
ily members, and 
friends of Jordan 
have signed up to 
take the 18-mile 
national Out of the 
Darkness over- 
night 


. iil ess 
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walk in New York City. 

The walk, sponsored by the 
American Foundation of Sui- 
cide Prevention, requires each 
participant to raise a minimum 
of $1,000, or $700 for students. 
According to its website, all pro- 
ceeds fund research, education 
and suicide awareness programs 
to prevent and assist those im- 
pacted by it. 

Nicknamed the “J-Walkers,” 
Team Jordan Porco has already 
raised nearly $37,000, halfway 
to its goal of $74,000. 

“Out of the Darkness is a 
great healing walk for those who 
want to take a stance,” Porco 
said. 

First-year Joe Coughlan, 
one of Jordan’s college friends, 
said he can’t attend the walk but 
is still fundraising to support the 
Porco family and other J-Walk- 
ers. 

“I’m really excited that we 
are the biggest team of all in 
the walk, and we’ve raised 

the most money so far,” 
Coughlan said. 

As a fundraising ef- 
fort, a group of Jordan’s 
friends are selling hats em- 

broidered with Jordan’s initials. 


“We originally wanted to do 
it as a surprise for Jordan’s par- 
ents, but we really couldn’t work 
that out ourselves,’ said Colin 
McCarrick, first-year and Jor- 
dan’s best friend. 

McCarrick, who grew up 
with Jordan, told Porco about the 
idea of creating and selling hats. 
The group worked together to 
come up with what they wanted 
on the hat, and passed the ideas 
to the Porco family, who then got 
a graphic designer involved to fi- 
nalize the design. 

“IT told them, ‘Ill buy the 
hats, you fundraise,” Porco 
said. 

The black snapback hat fea- 
tures a gold and purple embroi- 
dered “JP” on the front. Jordan’s 
lifespan, Oct. 21, 1992 — Feb. 16, 
2011, is embroidered in gold on 
the right side with the phrase “It 
was all a dream” also in gold on 
the back. 
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“We’re not about 
lecturing, we’re 
not about suicide 
prevention; we’re about 
communication” 


Ernie Porco 


“TIt was all a dream] is 
something [Jordan] liked to say 
a lot.’ McCarrick said. 

A total of 300 hats were 
purchased and half have already 
been sold at $20 per hat. The hats 
can be purchased online and will 
be sold occasionally in Alliot. 

“It’s so great to watch the 
kids make a statement,’ Porco 
said. “St. Michael’s has been 
phenomenal in its support. My 
son couldn’t have picked a better 
school.” 


If you or someone you 
know is in_ distress, 
please call the national 
suicide hotline at 1-800- 
273-TALK for immediate 
assistance. 
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Enrollment Dip in Global Exploration 
Many St. Michael's students opt out of Study- abroad in fall ‘Il 


By: Melissa Brown 
Staff Writer 


Studying abroad, an experience many 
college students take advantage of, has 
been a thriving program at St. Michael’s 
College, with about one third of the stu- 
dent population studying abroad their 
junior year. St. Michael’s website says 
students have the option to participate in 
more than 100 study-abroad programs in 
countries across the globe. 

However, despite this variety in loca- 
tion and programs, only 50 students have 
applied to go abroad in the fall of 2011, 
said Peggy Imai, director of study abroad. 
This is roughly half of the average num- 
ber of students who normally apply and 
go abroad in a fall semester. 

“Last fall, 2010, we had 102 [students] 
go. And the fall of 2009 we had 80,” Imai 
said. “The fall before that we had 118.” 

According to St. Michael’s website, 
when students choose to study abroad, 
there are five categories of programs that 
they may choose to partake in: language, 
university liberal studies courses, interna- 
tional service, internships and field- study. 
The cost to study abroad for a semester is 
no more than a semester on St. Michael’s 
campus, and financial aid is still avail- 
able, Imai said. 

The application process begins by 
meeting with Imai to discuss the applica- 
tion and get information about which pro- 
gram is best for what student. 

“The first thing a student has to do is 
to have a good idea of what they need to 
accomplish when they’re going abroad,” 
Imai said. 


After that, a student must discuss 
plans for studying abroad with an advisor 
and comply with academic plans for grad- 
uation. According to the study-abroad 
application, a student must “learn about 
the academic and cultural components of 
various programs and how they relate to 
your personal and academic goals.” 

A student then submits two applica- 
tions: a St. Michael’s College application 
to get approval to study abroad, and a pro- 
gram provider for a specific program. A 
student must also get a signature from the 
department chair if he or she wants credit 
for courses to be transferred for their ma- 
jor or minor. 

There are many factors that play a 
part in whether or not a student studies 
abroad. According to Imai, academics, 
finances, friends, family and readiness as 
well as others all play a role in a student’s 
decision to go abroad or not. 

“There are a lot of factors that are 
[out] there,” she said. “But I don’t know 
that we’ve really been able to isolate what 
it is.” 

Junior Emily Pratt is one student at 
St. Michael’s who has decided that study 
abroad is not for her. 

“T am definitely a homebody. I 
like being close to home,” Pratt said. “I 
couldn’t imagine going away for a semes- 
ter and missing that time with my friends, 
or just being away from St. Mike’s.” 

Academics also played an important 
role in Pratt’s decision. As a math and eco- 
nomics double major, it would be difficult 
for Pratt to find the classes she needs. 

On the other hand, Dachelle Lon- 





Photo courtesy of Sathoet Wolfe 
Juniors Spenser Wolfe and Sophie Hamersley at the Sydney Harbor Bridge in Australia, 
where they studied last fall. 
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Greta Johnson in Cannes in the south of France during orientation. 


don, a sophomore at St. Michael’s, plans 
on taking advantage of the study abroad 
program. 

“T’ve always wanted to study abroad,” 
she said. “When I was in middle school 
I knew that I was going to go to college, 
and then junior year I was going to go 
abroad.” 

Instead of doing just one semester 
abroad, London is spending the entire 
school year abroad, traveling to India in 
the fall of 2011 and Russia in the spring 
of 2012. 

“You'll never again have the oppor- 
tunity to just go away for a year and live 
in two completely different places,” she 
said. 

London does not believe there is any 
reason to worry about the small number 
of students planning to study abroad in 
the fall of 2011. 

“T would guess that it’s not decreas- 
ing in popularity. I just think that it is 
made to be a more intimidating process 
than it actually is,’ London said. “It’s an 
opportunity that you don’t want to pass 


” 


up. 

Junior Greta Johnson, who studied in 
Paris in the fall of 2010, agrees that the 
experience is well worth embarking on. 

“You do a lot of experiencing when 
youre there, and it’s a really powerful 
thing,” she said. 

While Johnson did have a hard time 
deciding where to go, she said the experi- 
ence opened her eyes to all the possibili- 
ties around her. 


“There is so much of the world to 
see,” Johnson said. “I have this idea now 
that I never want to be in one place for 
too long.” 

Johnson strongly encourages others 
to take advantage of the opportunity to 
live, learn and grow in another country. 

“You will never have [the] opportuni- 
ty to live that way again,” Johnson said. “TI 





“T have this idea now that I 


never want to be in one place 


for too long.” 


Greta Johnson 
St. Michael’s Junior 





think that if you are able to study abroad, 
financially and your family situation is 
good — you are able to go — it is stupid 
not to.” 

Despite the fact that many students 
have opted out of study abroad, this com- 
ing semester there are students who do 
find value in the opportunities offered by 
living in another country. 

Imai said she is not worried about 
this drop in numbers and expects it to rise 
in the near future. 

“My guess is that in the spring, more 
students will be able to go,” she said. 





PF ge 


oP? ~etierer A idl Birt ee <0 











THE DEFENDER * Tuesday, May 3, 2011 * Vol. 29, Issue No. 7 


NEWS 


BRIEFS 





By Krystilyn Atkinson and Harrison Antognioni 
News Editors 


Osama Bin Laden Killed 


Late Sunday night President Obama declared that “justice has been 


done” after announcing that American military and C.I.A. had cor- 


nered Osama Bin Laden. He was shot in the head and buried at sea. 
The mastermind behind the events of Sept. 11, 2011, had evaded cap- 
ture for nearly a decade. Bin Laden’s death led to celebrations in front 
of the White House, in Times Square and at the ground zero site, 
where people chanted “U.S.A., U.S.A.!” and sang “The Star Span- 
gled Banner.” 

- The New York Times 


St. Michael’s Senior Awarded for Service 
Katherine Hackett, a senior sociology/anthropology major at St. Mi- 
chael’s, was recognized for her outstanding community service by 
Vermont Campus Contact at its 2011 Statewide Awards Ceremony in 
Montpelier. Hackett was named a Newman Civic Fellow, one of 135 
students from 30 states to receive the fellowship. Last winter, Hackett 
recruited over 45 people to participate in the annual Penguin Plunge, 
which raised $3,500 for the Vermont Special Olympics. 
-St. Michael’s College News 


Items Stolen From Ross/Tarrant Complex 
From April 14-16, there were four thefts of personal property from 
the Ross Center and the Tarrant Center. In two cases, car keys were 
taken, leading to a vehicle break in. Some of the stolen property was 
recovered off campus on April 16 and 17. In addition to the thefts in 
the athletic buildings, a bicycle next to Joyce Hall was stolen during 
the same weekend. Those who have information about the thefts to 
contact officers at 654-2374 or forward an anonymous tip to http:// 
www2.smcevt.edu 
/security/prevention/silent_witness.htm. 

-St. Michael’s College Public Safety 


Area Colleges Pick Commencement Speakers 
This year, James H. Wall, a ’74 grad and global managing director of 
human resources at Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, will be addressing St. 
Michael’s graduates. Quebec Premier Jean Charest will be speaking 
at Champlain College alongside Vermont’s former Gov. James Doug- 
las. Middlebury alumnus Chris Waddell, ’?91, a Paralympic skier and 
social activist, will be speaking at Middlebury College, while former 
professional tennis player Billie Jean King, will be addressing Uni- 
versity of Vermont’s graduates. 
-College Press Releases 


Stanford Invites ROTC Back to Campus 
After nearly 40 years, Stanford University has invited ROTC train- 


ing back to its college campus. This decision, similar to steps taken 
by Harvard and Columbia, came in response to the end of the “don’t 
ask don’t tell” policy surrounding homosexuality in the military. This 
policy previously prevented openly gay men and women from serv- 
ing in the military. Government officials are currently in the process 
of repealing it. 

-USA Today 
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Would You LikeSome 
Justice With That? 


By Natalie Handy 
Staff Writer 


A group of students recent- 
ly created the Food Justice Pro- 
gram, a club dedicated to raising 
awareness about local and fair- 
trade food. The club ultimately 
hopes to certify St. Michaels’s 
as a fair-trade college. 

Fair trade is a certification 
given out by monitoring groups, 
such as Fair Trade USA, said 
sophomore Colin Delaney, who 
helped spearhead the club. The 
organization makes sure that 
food is grown in a sustainable 
way and that those harvesting 
the food are earning a livable 
wage. 

In order for St. Michael’s 
to become certified, a fair-trade 
committee has to be created on 
campus, and the Food Justice 
Club serves this purpose. The 
15-member club differs from 
Green Up because it focuses 
solely on food-related issues, as 
opposed to the environment as a 
whole. 

“We are interested in mak- 
ing sure that food is dealt with 
fairly from the start of produc- 
tion to the consumer,” Delaney 
said. 

Fairly produced food de- 
pends on how and where it’s 
grown, the laborers involved, 


how it’s collected and shipped, 
and how it’s prepared and 
served, he said. 

Political science professor 
Jeff Ayres, the faculty advi- 
sor for the club, said fair trade 
became of interest on campus 
after a “Why Fair Trade” panel 
presentation in February. The 
panel intrigued some members 
of Green Up, and led to meet- 
ings discussing the possibility 
of a food justice club. 

The group was officially 
formed after some students 
from Green Up went to a con- 
ference called “The Real Food 
Challenge” in Boston this past 
February, said first-year Nora 
Stoelting, who also helped cre- 
ate the club. The conference was 
student-organized and based on 
food justice issues. 

“Seeing other people who 
were passionate about the same 
issues got us excited to do things 
here, and we realized there was 
a lot we could be doing that we 
weren't,” she said. 

The goal of the Food Justice 
Club is to change the way stu- 
dents view food. They want stu- 
dents to stop looking at eating 
as an activity done three times 
a day and to see it instead as a 
way to bring people together, 
Stoelting said. 

“It’s an awareness cam- 





paign more than anything,” she 
said. 

Food access is a large is- 
sue the group is focusing on. 
They want to learn why some 
places only have access to cer- 
tain foods and how to not only 
improve it, but get more options 
in the St. Michael’s community, 
she said. 

The group co-sponsors fair 
trade coffee hour every week 
with Green Up, and sponsored 
an event at Earth Fest. In the 
future, they want St. Michael’s 
to buy cage-free eggs and more 
local meat, Stoelting said. 

Other requirements neces- 
sary to be considered a fair-trade 
college are to have at least two 
fair trade options in the cafeteria 
and to provide fair trade options 
at every school function. There 
is already fair-trade coffee in 
Alliot and the group is working 
to get one more option such as 
tea, Delaney said. 

The club is growing in 
number and hoping to make a 
difference on campus, Delaney 
said. 

“T think it’s perfect for St. 
Mike’s,” Ayres said. “There’s a 
lot of awareness and orientation 
in this general area of Vermont, 
the greater Burlington area, and 
I think students can tap into that. 
It’s an issue that really matters.” 





Photo by Harrison Antognioni 


Members of the Food Justice Club meet in the Light Office in Alliot Hall. 
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By: Gabbi Hall 
Staff Writer 


This semester the St. Michael’s Col- 
lege Fire and Rescue has responded to 
eight calls from Canterbury Hall. These 
fire alarms were in response to a com- 
bination of improper kitchen use and 
malicious pranks pulled during re-dawn 
hours. 

“To my knowledge there have been 
eight fire alarms,” said Canterbury Resi- 
dent Assistant Samantha Tatarezuk in 
a recent email. “Four which have been 
food-related and four which were deemed 
‘malicious pulls.” 

The prank pulls originated from pull- 
stations, located in the main entrances of 
Canterbury Hall, said Ben Granja, Fire 
Unit Captain of St. Michael’s Fire and 
Rescue. The source of the alarm can be 
determined as soon as Fire and Rescue 
enter any building with the help of the 
enunciator box. Students may know it 
as the silver box on the wall that usually 
says, “System is Normal.” 

An April 1 fire alarm at 4:32 a.m. 
was not the result of an actual fire. “Es- 
sentially someone pulled one of the pull 
stations on the front entrance. That’s why 
we were sent out,” Granja said. 

Because the fire alarm was a prank, 
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False Fire Alarms Plague Canterbury Hall 





Screen caption of prank fire alarm from video footage sent out by Public Safety. 


Public Safety has launched an investiga- 
tion. Video footage was emailed to all 
Canterbury Hall residents in hopes that a 
student would come forward with infor- 
mation on the culprit. 

The recent alarms, including one that 
involved actual smoke, resulted in the loss 
of kitchen use for Canterbury Hall resi- 
dents. The kitchens will remain locked 
until further notice, said Joayn Fleury 
Morway, former resident director of Can- 
terbury, in a recent email. 

“They just decided to have the kitch- 


ens taken away until we could handle 
them,” said sophomore Andrea Munar, a 
resident of Canterbury Hall. 

For all Fire and Rescue calls, the av- 
erage response time is about four minutes, 
Granja said. “That is from the time that 
we get the tones, to us getting in our cars, 
coming here in our gear, and getting out 
the door,” Granja said. Four minutes is a 
very short response time for a volunteer 
fire company, Granja added. 

Munar said she believes that Fire and 
Rescue leaves something to be desired. 


“The last one, there was actual smoke in 
the hallways, it took them a good 15 min- 
utes to get here,’ Munar said. 

“Considering St. Mike’s Fire and 
Rescue is a volunteer department and has 
to assemble gear, vehicles, etc., and go 
across the street to campus I would say 
that they respond in a timely manner,” Ta- 
tarczuk said. “RA’s only respond quicker 
because we are on-scene at the time of the 
alarm.” 

The frequency with which the fire 
alarms have sounded does have a plus 
side. Students have created expert fire 
alarm response plans. One Canterbury 
resident, Samantha Martell, tweeted “You 
know the saying ‘hope for the best, pre- 
pare for the worst?’ Mine is ‘hope for the 
best, assume there will be a fire drill’” 

“Everyone has a job. We all have to’ 
get dressed,” Munar said of Canterbury’s 
fire alarm response plan. “Everyone puts 
on multiple layers and then we do a walk- 
through of the suite,” 

“Our response plan is four minutes, 
not Fire and Rescue’s,” Munar continued. 

As of P-Day, there have been no more 
fire alarms in Canterbury Hall, but there 
is still finals week to come. 
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Tegrity Enhances 
Classroom’s Integrity 


While we understand the need to choose a 
catchy title (“Does Tegrity Undermine Classroom’s 
Integrity,” Defender, April 19) to make readers in- 
terested in the article, there is a distinction between 
“catchy” and inappropriate. Since Tegrity has been 
used to enhance — not replace — classroom dis- 
cussion and learning, a more appropriate title 
would have been “Does Tegrity Enhance Class- 
room’s Integrity?” By including the word “under- 
mine,” readers are encouraged to have doubts about 
this software even before knowing anything about 
the system. Furthermore, for readers that consider 
titles only, the impression that you give with the 
title is a significant negative one rather than a more 
even-handed one. 

There seems to be uneven coverage in the arti- 
cle — It was helpful to include various perspectives 
in the article, including members of the IT staff, 
administration, faculty, and students. However, it 
seems that the three students interviewed had little 
to no familiarity with Tegrity and how it could be 
used to enhance the classroom experience and as- 
sist student learning. It seemed that some of the 
students were randomly asked whether they sup- 
ported using Tegrity in the classroom. Wouldn’t 
it have made more journalistic sense to interview 
multiple students from classes where Tegrity has 
been used to supplement instruction to see if it 
made a difference or not and to see if it had any 
useful and deletory effects? 

Tegrity, by design, has little or no direct im- 
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pact ‘in the classroom’ and is purposely designed 
to have a very small ‘footprint’ during class. The 
instructor and students do what they always do- 
teach and learn. Typically the average instructor 
speaks at 120 words per minute but the average 
student can only write about 20 words per minute. 
Tegrity allows the student to focus more on listen- 
ing and comprehension knowing that the mate- 
rial will be available for review later (should they 
choose to use it). Tegrity’s strength is that the stu- 
dent can review all or parts of the material at their 
convenience after class. This has been proven to be 
advantageous to our students here at St. Michael’s, 
in that some instructors who record lectures tell us 
that they have seen grades improve as a direct re- 
sult of Tegrity use. 

In George [Ashline]’s classes so far, student re- 
sponse to Tegrity has been quite positive. Although 
some do not take advantage of this resource, others 
have found it very helpful. For example, some stu- 
dents have decided to take fewer notes in class and 
pay more attention to the discussion, and then use 
the Tegrity recording to provide more details later. 
Others use Tegrity to recap topics in reviewing for 
quizzes and tests. Others find Tegrity helpful when 
needing to be absent from class due to an illness 
or other event. In addition, some SMC faculty use 
Tegrity to prepare material for review before class 
so that they can devote valuable class time to dis- 
cussion. 


- George Ashline and Jim Millard 
(Ashline is a mathematics professor and Millard 
works in Information Technology) 


Follow us on 


ge 
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Insensitive Coverage of Sex 
and Relationships 


The April 19th edition of The Defender, published and 
distributed during a week when Passover and Holy Week 
converged, featured a provocative, tabloid-style headline 
and photograph on the front page of “the Student Voice of 
Saint Michael’s College.” 

Aside from the insensitivity (or lack of awareness) of 
publishing such an issue at Saint Michael’s College, a Cath- 
olic institution, during the holiest week of the Christian 
calendar, and a time when many prospective students and 
parents are visiting our beautiful campus, we, in Edmun- 
dite Campus Ministry, are concerned with much of what 
we read in the “sex and relationships” coverage. 

We do not wish to censor, in any way, an honest, 
thoughtful, respectful, ethical discussion about sexual inti- 
macy on our campus, but the style, presentation and timing 
of this survey and the “sex and relationship” articles, left 
much to be desired. There was a great deal of discussion 
about “hooking-up,” “one night stands,” and sex, but very 
little discussion about relationships on a deeper level, or 
any consideration of morality. We’re concerned with the 
“sex and relationships” coverage because we care about the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual health of our students, 
and some of the postures and positions we read about in the 
survey and sexuality articles reflect shallow, disrespectful, 
utilitarian and self-centered attitudes—exactly the opposite 
of how sexuality is viewed in the Catholic tradition. 

We must emphasize that Catholic Social Teaching 
maintains that each human person is created in the image 
and likeness of God, and that we, members of the human 
family, are called upon to treat one another with profound 
dignity. “Hooking-up,” using another person for the pur- 
pose of self-gratification, or objectifying another person in 
any way, is contrary to Catholic ethical standards because 
these behaviors simply devalue another human being. 

Catholicism celebrates sexuality as a sacred and beau- 
tiful gift from God, but a gift that must be treated with 
care, attention, and responsibility. Catholic Social Thought 
reminds us that we are called to relationship with one an- 
other, we are called to love, we are called to marriage, we 
are called to family, and we are called to responsibility. 
Catholic understanding is that the precious gift of sexuality 
must be reserved for those in committed, marital relation- 
ships because sexual intimacy, by its very nature, reflects 
the unity of body, mind, spirit and life. In fact, according 
to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, conjugal love be- 
tween a husband and wife “aims at a deeply personal unity, 
a unity thai, beyond union in one flesh, leads to forming 
one heart and soul; it demands indissolubility and faithful- 
ness in definitive mutual giving.” According to this defini- 
tion, sexuality is not about solely getting what one wants; 
rather, sexuality is about deep love, self-offering and unity 
with one’s spouse with a procreative dimension. 

We welcome a thoughtful discussion about dating, re- 
lationships and sexuality on campus—this should not be a 
taboo arena—but we regret that The Defender’s recent style 
and approach in the last edition appeared biased, insensi- 
tive, and not up to the standards that this campus deserves. 


- Staff of Edmundite Campus Ministry 
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Sex Coverage Draws a Range of Responses 


STDs on Campus 
We noticed in the sex survey that 97.2 per- 
cent of the student population claimed to be 
STD-free. But 60.6 percent had never even 
been tested for STDs. Just because you don’t 
have symptoms doesn’t mean you are STD- 
free. The only way to know you are STD- 
free is to get tested. Many STDs are com- 
pletely symptom-less, and HPV, which up to 


Disrespectful and Offensive 

As a long-time practitioner of public 
relations and journalism, I want to raise 
questions of responsibility, timing and per- 
sonal consequences in the latest issue of The 
Defender. Students have latitude to publish 
what they choose in the student paper. St. 
Michael’s has championed First Amend- 
ment rights since the inception of the paper, 
I would wager. At the same time, responsible 
journalism requires using judgment and con- 
sidering consequences. 

This April 19 issue contains newsworthy 
stories about the partnership between Saint 
Michael’s and Vermont Law School, Earth 
Day, the college’s budget, the Clothesline 
Project, the Global Eyes photo contest and 
more. But a focus on sex as the front page 
and several inside articles raises questions of 
respect for others and for one’s self in a com- 
munity that believes in respect and care for 
each other. Some members of our commu- 
nity will be offended by these stories, includ- 
ing some students, whose feelings should be 
considered. And viewing casual sex as the 
norm could have negative consequences for 
forming more lasting relationships in the fu- 


Catholic? Realistic 


80 percent of sexually active people contract 
at some point in their lives, is detectable only 
through irregular cells in the cervix, which 
is tested with a Pap smear. Unless you’ve 
been tested, you have no way of being sure 
that you are STD-free. 


-Emilee J. Boyle, ’11 and April Mae Haw- 
man, 711 


ture. Stories about widespread sexual activ- 
ity on campus, while not particularly new or 
newsworthy, have questionable worth. 

My point is not censorship, but taste, 
respect, judgment and responsibility. St. Mi- 
chael’s prides itself on fostering an engaged 
community spirit in an atmosphere of learn- 
ing within the Catholic tradition. To have 
such an environment means taking responsi- 
bility for each other and for the college. This 
issue of The Defender will offend some, and 
is likely to damage the college’s reputation 
with families at the most critical moment in 
the admissions recruitment calendar. 

And it is hardly the way student report- 
ers would want their journalism skills to be 
displayed. Stories in this issue of the paper 
may follow the authors in Google searches 
of their names as they head into the job mar- 
ket. 

While championing freedom of expres- 
sion, I urge reporters, editors and advisers of 
The Defender to consider the consequences 
of their decisions. 


- Buff Lindau, Director of Marketing & 
Communications 





Make Your Own Decisions 


I think The Defender is really informative 
about many things on sex, but I don’t think it 
completely addressed all the issues. Amanda 
[Rohdenburg] is true about the fact if we don’t 
talk about sex enough and the options and the 
consequences people cannot make smart de- 
cisions. 

I recently talked to a senior boy and girl 
who did not know AIDS could be transmit- 
ted through sex, which in my mind is a bigger 
issue than getting pregnant.Abstinence is the 
only 100 percent chance of not getting preg- 
nant or AIDS or STIs, but it is not the only 
option and not the only safe one. Waiting to 
have sex should be your first choice because 
if you’re not ready it is psychologically dam- 
aging. 

You don’t have to wait to be in love (but 
it is better to be) because you might not be in 
love when you are ready and sometimes you 
don’t want to wait. Talk to your friends and 
listen to their stories, learn from their mis- 
takes; your friends have a lot to teach, and you 
them. Sex adds so much to love, but remem- 
ber, sex does not equal love. But sex is fun, 
just be smart about it. 

No birth control is 100 percent effective, 
and to even be 97 or 99 percent it has to be 
used correctly every time. 

Be careful and be safe and no matter what 
situations you are in, be happy and be com- 
fortable. Don’t let yourself be pressured in 
either direction, but make the choice because 
of your morals and your needs. St. Michael’s 
would not have or keep most of its students if 
it enforced the “no co-ed sleep overs” policy, 
though some people would like that better for 
a school. St. Michael’s embraces people of 
many different backgrounds and religious be- 
liefs and thus their ideas about sex will be dif- 
ferent. If the school followed the Church and 
would not let girls have birth control, many 
wouldn’t be here; let alone the girls who are 
on birth control for medical reasons. 


Saint Michael's is de- 
ceptive when it de- 
scribes itself as a 
"Catholic" school. It 
has a Catholic heritage, 
but in terms of religi- 
osity and spirituality, 
it doesn't differ signifi- 
cantly from many non- 
religious schools. 


Sex is a big decision, but one we should 
make by ourselves. 

The idea “they are going to do it anyway” 
means you cannot stop them all the time. Al- 
low people the respect for them to make their 
own choices; if they regret it, be there for them 
when it happens. If someone is really drunk,” 
then you should stop it because they might not 
have done it otherwise, or may be unable to 
consent. Let people make their own informed 
decisions. 

-Heather Simson, *11 


Finally — a realistic look into the sex lives of SMC students! 
Jordan [Kilty], this is the kind of fearless, truthful journalism that 
St. Mike's has always needed. I bet the administration and anti- 
condom kids are fuming! 

- Jon Taylor, ’08 


Bravo! 
Way to go, Defender! This is the best article/topic covered this 
year, hands down. I'm glad you don't mind pushing the envelope 
when it comes to stories. Bravo! 


- John Gleason - Bobby Gaglini, ’11 
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By Elizabeth Murray 
Staff Writer 


Of all the reasons students 
have for taking a year off from 
college, sophomore Elena Bilo- 
deau’s choice was based on a 
goal: to go to Rwanda and teach 
English at an orphanage for 
boys. 

Next year, Bilodeau will 
take a leave of absence from St. 
Michael’s College to travel to the 
African country and teach Eng- 
lish at Les Enfants de Dieu Or- 
phanage (“The Children of God” 
in French). Bilodeau traveled 
to Rwanda once before during 
her senior year of high school. 
She said the experience was so 
amazing that she was enticed to 
go back. 

“When I was talking to my 
mom about it, she asked me, 
‘Why are you even interested in 
this? What is the thing that makes 


“There’s not a day that 
goes by that I don’t 
think about Rwanda, 
and I know I have to go 
back.” 


Elena Bilodeau, ’13 


you really want to go?’” Bilodeau 
said. “And I said, ‘Mom, there’s 
not a day that goes by that I don’t 
think about Rwanda, and I know 
I have to go back. And if I’m go- 
ing to go back, I might as well do 
it for the year because I’m not go- 
ing to be satisfied with anything 
less than that.” 

What really captivated 
Bilodeau during her first trip to 
Rwanda were the boys at Les 
Enfants de Dieu. She said she 
is most looking forward to “just 
making connections with the 
boys.” 

During her few weeks in 
Rwanda during high school, 
Bilodeau said the boys opened 
up to her. She said she believes 
making similar connections with 
them this time will be the most 
valuable part of her experience. 

During her year-long stay in 


the country, Bilodeau will be liv- 
ing in a house for volunteers who 
are involved with the orphanage 
and other programs in that area. 

Bilodeau assured that the 
country, known for its genocide 
of the Tutsi people by the Hutu 
people in 1994, is presently sta- 
ble, and she does not fear for her 
safety. As opposed to the former 
distinctions between Hutu and 
Tutsi, she said all of them now 
identify themselves as Rwan- 
dans. 

“Many different people told 
me that when I was there,” Bilo- 
deau said. “The one message [the 


FEATURES 


Rwandans] wanted me to take 
back was that they are moving 
on, they’re rebuilding and they’re 
forgiving. It’s a really awesome 
thing to see develop.” 

Bilodeau has been commu- 
nicating with her former high 
school English teacher, Steve 
Rand, in order to prepare for her 
trip. Rand brings high school 
students to Rwanda every year 
because he said it gives students 
a lesson about forgiveness and 
the human condition. 

Rand said he is excited Bilo- 
deau is going back because travel- 
ing to developing countries gives 





Photo courtesy of Elena Bilodeau 
After traveling to Rwanda in high school and spending time at an orphanage for boys, sophomore Elena 
Bilodeau has decided to take a leave of absence from St. Michael’s College next year and will return to the 
African country where an estimated 800,000 people were slaughtered in 90 days in 1994. 


people a better understanding 
of how the world works. Espe- 
cially with Bilodeau’s education 
and history double major, Rand 
said, the experience will help her 
to better understand what she’s 
studying. 

“America is so vastly differ- 
ent from the rest of the world,’ 
Rand said. “To be in a place that 
is not industrialized and that is 
struggling to hold onto its tradi- 
tions, while at the same time try- 
ing to enter the world economi- 
cally, I think we could learn a 
lot. . . It’s almost imperative for 
people like Elena, who are going 


‘Les Enfants’ of Rwanda 


to be leaders in communities, to 
experience a developing coun- 
try.” 

In addition to planning, 
Rand and Bilodeau have also 
discussed fundraising options 
for the orphanage. What the 
boys at the orphanage need most 
is a photocopier, so Bilodeau 
has donation jars set up at the 
Knightstand, in the book store 
and in other areas of campus to 
try to achieve her goal. Bilodeau 
has been saving money for two 
years to pay for this return trip to 
Rwanda, and with the help of her 
parents, she said she will be cov- 
ering all her personal expenses. 

Though Bilodeau, a sopho- 
more, has just a few education 
classes under her belt, Bilodeau’s 
education professor Mary Beth 
Doyle said she has a lot of faith 
in Bilodeau’s educating skills. 
Based on seeing Bilodeau’s in- 
teraction with a high school stu- 
dent with multiple disabilities 
during her practicum placement 
this semester, Doyle said she is 
impressed with Bilodeau. 

“She has an amazing pres- 
ence and an intuitive sense of 
how to approach people and 
good teaching skills,’ Doyle 
said. “I think the interpersonal 
piece combined with her teach- 
ing skills will really help her.” 

Doyle said she considers 
Bilodeau’s decision courageous, 
and though she admits she is a 
little nervous for her safety, she 
understands why Bilodeau made 
the decision. 

“She’s answering to a deep 
call to do this,” Doyle said. “She 
has amazing passion for it.” 

Although Bilodeau said she 
doesn’t know what to expect 
from her trip, she is nothing but 
excited. She hopes it is the start 
of something bigger for her, she 
said. 

“Tt’s Africa. Anything can 
happen,” Bilodeau said. “We 
had this phrase when we went 
there: we’re on African time. 
You never know what it’s going 
to be like when you get there, but 
you just go with the flow.” 
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Magic Hat Cans 
Glass Bottles for #9 


By Alex Spinelli 
Staff Writer 


















other changes in the business. 

“That’s why we had to build a new brewery in 
South Burlington,” he said. 
Baker has seen the #9 cans sell 
at a speedy rate since their in- 
troduction, and expects them to 
sell more as the summer ap- 


Photo by Stephany Keans 
Diners enjoy Panera’s outdoor seating in Fayetteville, N.Y. 


e e Magic Hat #9, a favorite among 
- Burlington Diners *."2::.2" = 
| crowd in Burlington, has. 


undergone a change to cel- 

















‘Knead’ Panera 


By Lizzie Tribble 
Staff Writer 


Burlington Town Center, 
built in 1972, was originally 
made up of small, local stores. 
By this summer, however, the 
North American chain Panera 
Bread will occupy 4,400 square 
feet of space in the mall’s Church 
Street frontage. 

According to the company’s 
website, Panera has over 1,453 
company-owned and franchise- 
operated bakery-cafes in 40 
states and in Ontario, Canada as 
of late 2010. So what does this 
mean for local business? 

Ron Redmond, the execu- 
tive director of the Church Street 
Marketplace, said Panera Bread 
will draw more people down- 
town, promoting local business. 

“Tf you talk to locals, they 
like the idea of having national 
brands on the street,’ Redmond 
said. “National brands have a 
way of pulling in customers to 
the street and then they stumble 
upon their stores.” 

Downtown Burlington has 
about 88 eating and drinking 
establishments, the overwhelm- 
ing majority of which are locally 
owned, Redmond said. Among 
the outlets not locally owned are 
Sakura Bana Japanese Restau- 
rant, Ri Ra’s Irish Pub and Bo- 
loco. 

“Are some of the locally 
owned stores scared of Pan- 
era? Sure,” Redmond said. “But 
they have been able to deal with 
things like this in the past. What 
you have to do is keep trying to 
find your market niche...looking 


at their own business and saying | 


‘OK, what do I do differently 
than what Panera does?” 

Panera Bread offers a vari- 
ety of sit-down breakfast-lunch 
options, including soup, salad 
and sandwiches, as well as an as- 
sortment of baked goods. 

Bart Thomas, owner of Top 
of the Block Sandwich Shoppe, 
has been on Church Street for 
over 15 years and said he has 
seen many businesses come 
and go. He agreed this national 
chain will bring more foot traf- 
fic to Church Street, which he 
acknowledged as a positive, but 
wasn’t sure that it is good for his 
business. 

“Tt’s tough to compete with 
them; they have a lot of corpo- 
rate money to back them; they 
can do whatever they want.” 

Tony Pomerleau of Pomer- 
leau Realty, who owns the build- 
ing, signed the lease on April 20, 
leaving the remaining 20,000 
square feet to the Outdoor Gear 
Exchange. 

“T thought really carefully 
(about the decision),” Pomerleau 
said. 

He agrees this might cause 
competition with the existing 
businesses, but said he hopes 
more traffic from Panera will be 
a good thing. He also joked “they 
are paying high price for rent.” 

Brian Wade of the Outdoor 
Gear Exchange said the planned 
move from Cherry Street will 
double the store’s retail sales. 

Old Navy, which previously 
occupied the space, has moved to 
Williston. Panera has no set date 
to open its doors but is aiming 
for June. 





ebrate its 16th anniversary 
of production. 

Now available in cans, 
Magic Hat #9 is about to 
undergo a whole new life. 

According to beer and 
wine manager Jeff Baker at 
The Beverage Warehouse 
in Winooski, canned beers 
are the best seller, especial- 
ly the PBR-30 pack. Now 
with #9 in a can, it too can 
be taken to the beach or to 
summer festivals and other 
public venues that do not 
allow glass on their prem- 
ises. 

Since its creation in 
April 1995, the Vermont- 
rooted, pseudo-pale ale 
has been a best seller, said 
Steve Hill, the “voice of 
Magic Hat.” The company 
has had trouble keeping up 
with the demand. Magic Hat 
attributes #9’s popularity to 


SALON 
PROFESSIONAL 
ACADEMY 


NOW ENROLLING 


Cosmetology class starts June 7th & July 5th 2011 


Father’s Day Gift Certificate Special 
Now Available for Purchase: 


$15 CLEANSING FACIAL 


1/2 PRICE MANICURE 


with the purchase of a pedicure — : 


$15 SPECIAL OCCASION UPDO 





www.tspaWilliston.com 


proaches. Although Magic 
Hat is particular about the 
quality and taste of its beer, 
Hill and Baker agree that the 
famed #9 will not be affected 
by being in a can. 

“Actually, with the can, 
there’s no worrying whatso- 
ever about the beer becoming 
light-struck,” Hill said. 

When a beer becomes 
“light-struck,” the sun’s UV 
rays interact with a clear bot- 
tle’s contents and rearrange the 
flavor, “skunking” the beer. 
This is why many breweries 
use brown bottles or cans. #9, 
the beer “cloaked in secrecy” 
with a taste regarded as “im- 
possible to describe,” will now 
be making its way to summer 
shindigs across Vermont. 


Photo Courtesy of Magic Hat 


Appointments: 802.879.4811 
400 Comerstone Dr, Ste 220, Williston 





ENDORSED BY REDKEN FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN EDUGATION REDKEN 
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Juniors Hillary Berno and Jenn Maxham celebrate P-Day victory. 


~ Early risers 
I Ne 


12 Photos taker 
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ri ~ Photo courtesy of Luke Cadrin 
Hannah Archibald and Luke Cadrin, ’11, appreciate permanent P-Day pride. 


Seniors Chris Hurley, Cory McGrath, J.P Lagace 
and Joe Leuci treasure their tricycle triumph. 





for the tricycle race. . — 





_ 


W<rystilyn Atkinson 13 
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New Lift to Stowe Mountain 
Resort Revs Up Its Renovations seniorsSPEAK 


By Lauren Lesage 
Staff Writer 


Vermont is an ideal win- 
ter destination, with many ski- 
ers and snowboarders calling it 
home. Due to this, resorts are 
forced to compete for the best 
terrain and work to offer the best 
resources. In hopes of upgrad- 
ing its services, Stowe Mountain 
Resort will soon begin construc- 
tion on a detachable high-speed 
lift to replace its most popular 
chair lift, the FourRunner. 

“We are completely dis- 
mantling the FourRunner quad 
that was built in 1986,” said Mi- 
chael Colburn, vice president of 
marketing, sales and communi- 
cations at Stowe. “[We] will be 
replacing it with a new double- 
chair, high-speed quad lift.” 

The high-speed detachable 
chair lift uses a cable called a 
haul rope, which is what the 
seats are attached to, Colburn 
said. As the cable moves faster 
to move riders up the mountain, 
it detaches at the top of the hill in 
a terminal. This slows the chair 
down so skiers and riders can 
load and unload at a safe speed. 
Unlike the current lift, the drive 
terminal, which runs the chair 
lift, will be at the top of the 
mountain. This is more produc- 
tive because it pulls the rope up 
the mountain, instead of pushing 
the rope up from the base of the 
mountain. It will also make the 
lift quieter for riders as well. 

The advanced lift will ulti- 
mately increase the uphill capac- 
ity by 60 percent, Colburn said. 








Photo by Ricky Klingert 


Riders wait in line at the FrontRunner chair lift at Stowe Mountain Re- 
sort. The resort staff plans on replacing the lift with a new model. 


that this will help the lines flow 
better, allowing for a shortened 
wait time. 

Todd Wright, director of the 
wilderness office at St. Michael’s 
College, said that although there 
are a fair amount of skiers and 
riders, he is unsure that this 
change will impact the number 
of students who choose to go to 
Stowe. 

Although this change may 
not affect the size of the crowd 


where around a half a billion dol- 
lars fixing up Stowe Mountain 
Resort,” Colburn said. 

In recent years, the resort 
has focused on building the 
Spruce Lodge and other hotel- 
related changes. The addition of 
the new lift “is the first signifi- 
cant investment we have put into 
the Mount Mansfield side since 
the gondola in 1991,” Colburn 
said. The addition of the new lift 
will hopefully enhance the expe- 





Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 


mabe iiiM-lacctaceliare mollis 
annual SMC summer 
reunions on the cape - 
Raftzilla 2k21.” 
Amanda Willette 


“Teaching tech-ed at a 
high school or being a 


rey diated] oy: | Bil 
David Schulz 


““l see myself surrounded by 
FM Conitate Mec Am Mole) Mice aur lae, 
Come Match im elar-t12ie) Mlicmrlale mia 
challenges that come with it. | 
see myself having an open mind 


| and grasping opportunities as 
| they come my way. Living life to 
. its fullest.” 


Katie Murphy 


“Ten years? | can barely think 
Floleleimaeluvelage) Waa 


Sarah Gilroy 


“Living in the Northeast. 
Working in a stats or actuarial 
field.” 

OTeye Va a celed 


“| see myself as a high 
school social studies teacher 
during the school year and 


The current FourRunner sends that chooses to ski or ride there, rience for riders in the 2011-12 
1,500 people up the mountain Stowe representatives say the season at Stowe, Colburn said. 


per hour, while the new high- 
speed lift will rocket 2,400 peo- 


change was essential as an up- 
grade to their facility. 


a sunbather on Cape Cod 


during the summer. Hopefully 
ML olome} 0] (om Comet ar:lale (om tale) 
world with my teaching skills 
and a tan.” 


Alyssa Walsh 


ple each hour. Stowe reassures “We have invested some- 


Overheard at St. Mike’s 


“Sometimes I drive in the rain without my windshield wipers on for fun... 
it’s extremely dangerous.” -Male in Mail room 





“I see myself owning a suc- 
cessful cupcake shop and 
- event planning business. | will 
' be taking frequent trips to the 
_ my beach front Caribbean get- 


“I can’t eat Starburst. I’m knocked up.” -Male in Cashman 


“Satan would live in Bergeron but hell is nicer.” - Female in Bergeron 


~ April Hawman 
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By Jordan Kilty & Jen Merrihew 


Aries (March 21 — April 19) Think you’ll go to Boston? Think you'll 
start a new life? Think you'll start it over? Where everybody knows your 
name! 


Taurus (April 20 — May 20) Embarrassed that you’re not receiving 
your diploma at graduation and don’t want your case to be empty? Head 
on over to Michael’s and check out the elementary school supplies sec- 
tion. A rainbow piece of paper that says STAR STUDENT is better than 
| nothing! 


Gerini (May 21 — June 20) Not sure what to do with that couch you 
picked up at the beginning of the year? Buy a few bottles of Febreeze 
| and sell it to an underclassman for $20. Not knowing the couch’s history 
won’t kill ’em. 


Cancer (June 21 — July 22) It’s that time of year! As good as that 
hot pink accent wall looked in August, it’s time to go on the hunt for St. 
Mike’s White. Don’t listen to the rumors... it does exist. Somewhere. 
Leo (July 23 — Aug. 22) As many times as you bashed on it, you know 
you love Alliot. So go on by and give your thanks to Rosemary. Swiping 
a card will never be the same. 

Virgo (Aug. 23 — Sept. 22) Still bummed that the pub crawl was cut 
from Senior Week? Consider it a blessing in disguise. You KNOW what 
happened last time you missed the bus... 


ae 


Horoscopes: Senior Edition 


Libra (Sept. 23 — Oct. 22) OK, Mr. Funny Guy. Despite your burning 
desire to go au naturel under your gown at graduation, PLEASE. We’re 
begging you to reconsider. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23 — Nov. 21) Stop fretting over trying to pronounce 
Baccalaureate. This is the only month in your life where you'll actually 
need to know what it is. Just say “bacc,” then fake a sneeze, and someone 
who’s articulate will be sure to finish the sentence for you. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22 — Dec. 21) Not sure how to make your 
speech at graduation memorable? Everyone loves a good dance number. 
Try remixing “Single Ladies” to say “If you like it, shoulda putta degree 
on it.” Call us if you need back-up dancers. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22 — Jan. 19) Take note from the Boy Scouts 
and be prepared this Senior Week. Instead of turning your friends into a 
canvas with Sharpies after they’ve fallen asleep, use washable markers. 
It won’t be as funny when you’re the guy with the drawn-on unibrow 
come graduation morning 


Aquarius (Jan. 20 — Feb. 18) Don’t be the girl who tracks down 
that cute guy named Jack on the boat cruise, and force him to go to the 
bow of the boat and scream “I’m the king of the world!” with you. You 
aren’t Rose—just the girl who had one too many cranberry vodkas. 


Pisces (Feb. 19 — March 20) We know. It isn’t your fault that Mother 
Nature pulled a fast one on you this year, making your paste-y white 
skin still around in May. But beware of spray tans. There’s a FINE line 
between “sun-kissed” and Snooki. 
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ou: esy 0 € Infamous stringdusters 


Wed. 4: The Infamous Stringdust- 


ers 

Higher Ground Ballroom 

Doors at 7, Show at 7:30. 

This popular bluegrass band has taken the acous- 
tic world by storm. Their original pieces and variety 


Sat.7: Big Sean with Young Riot of musical arrangement makes them a must see. 
$12 in advance, $15 day of show 





Photo courtesy of Dante Marshall 


Higher Ground Ballroom 
Doors at 8p.m., Show at 8:30 
Signed to Kanye West’s G.O.O.D music and Island Def Jam, Big Sean’s up- Sun.8-lThurs. 1s 
coming album “Finally Famous” will feature collaborations with West, Phar- ea : 
rell Williams, The-Dream, Kid Cudi and more. 
$16 in advance, $18 day of show 





Wed.4: BCVT Belgium Comes to 
Vermont be ” 







Mon. 16: Commencement 
10 a.m., Ross Sports Center 
The Class of 2011 graduates. , 


5 p.m. The Farmhou 

Come taste some Bek 
Maredsous, and Omme 
such as aioli-drenched fri 

Cost of food and drink 














GRADUATION 


Continued from page 1 


St. Michael’s economics professor Herbert 
Kessel said he believes what students major in isn’t 
that relevant when it comes to finding a job in the 
long run. 

“The most important thing you learn in col- 
lege is how to think and speak critically and how to 
write well,’ Kessel said. 

The key skills that employers are looking for, 
as noted in the National Association of Colleges 
and Employers survey, are the ability to commu- 
nicate verbally, problem-solving skills and good 
organization. 

Kessel pointed out that many of the fastest 
growing jobs in America, such as those in social 
media, weren’t around a decade ago. Given the 
rapid technological change of the 21st century, jobs 
will continue to change, Kessel said, and students 
who receive a broad education are better prepared 
for those changes. 

“In the world I grew up in, you were trained 
for one job and had that job all your life,’ Kessel 
said. “Today, by the time the average person is 38, 
they’ll have had maybe 10-18 jobs. It’s the students 
who are trained in the liberal arts who are better 
able to adapt.” 

Philosophy professor Peter Tumulty, a strong 
advocate for a liberal arts education, said students 
shouldn’t shy away from majoring in humanities 
just because they are afraid they won’t get a job. 

“Tt’s a shame if a student is under the impres- 
sion that they have to choose between pursuing a 
career and deepening their understanding of what 
gives their life meaning and value,” Tumulty said. 
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“People are so much more than cogs in an econom- 
ic machine. A businessman has to be good at more 
than just business.” 

He does, however, advise philosophy majors 
to be attentive to both the demands of making a 
living and of living a meaningful life. 

Erin Thompson, a junior English major, said 
she is struggling with these two demands.. She 
chose her major because she enjoyed taking litera- 
ture classes, but she picked up a marketing minor 
upon her parents’ insistence. 

“My parents didn’t have much faith in ‘just an 
English degree’ so they insisted that I added either 
a second major or a minor in a business discipline,” 
Thompson said. “I don’t know if I’m gaining any 
marketable skills while ’'m getting my well-round- 
ed education. I’m not worried about finding a job 
post-graduation so much as finding a career that is 
fulfilling and that fits with the major I’ve pursued 
for the past two years.” 

Since English is a broad major, Thompson said 
she’s been told there are a lot of careers she could 
pursue, “but in these uncertain times, I would al- 
most prefer to have a specific career path set up for 
me by my education,” she said. 

Senior biology major Leah Ziegler said she is 
the only one of her friends who has a job lined up 
after graduation. Despite the encouraging employ- 
ment statistics, she said many seniors have the men- 
tality that they will have to lower their expectations 
about the job they will have after graduation. 

As for herself, Ziegler has already started her 
job at the Vermont Developmental Disabilities 
Council. She said she has always known she want- 
ed to go into non-profit and public health work and 
realizes how lucky she is to have found work doing 
something she cares about. 


- ANPS. BIOL, HLTH. PHYS. PSS 


(yes, we speak your language) - 


UVM Summer University offers a variety of science 
courses in medical, health, biological & physical 
sciences with credits that can transfer back to your 
institution. This summer, focus on the requirements 
that you really need. Post-baccalaureate summer 
premedical programs available, as well as over 

400 general requirement courses. 


Registration begins February 15. 
Summer classes start May 23. 


Catch Up. Get Ahead. 
On Campus. Online. 


uvm.edu/summer/stmikes SUMMER UNIVERSITY 
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Job Outlook For the Class of 2011 By the Numbers 


Average Number of SMC Students 


Hiring Expectations, 2010 vs. 2011 





per Major Over Past 10 Years 









Year Total Number Average Number of : 
of Hires Hires per Company Major — Students 
2009-1010 19,953 120 Hage hag 2 
2010-2011 23,805 143 Biology 152 
Business Admin. 366 SMC Class of 2010 
i Classi 8 
Starting Salary Commteeh Science 3] Full time employment: 70% 
: Graduate school: 19% 
2010: $47,673 eee eg 2 Part-time employment: 9% 
2011: $50,562 pe Elucation Ma Volunteer (full time): 7% 
: ; 129 Other: 2% 
CRemicapenaineerin BE *There is overlap between graduate 
Salary! $66.88 6 Ronrnalen 131 school and part-time employment. 
Philosophy 16 
Psychology 235 
i i i : Dat t f conducted 
Job Postings vs. Applications, 2010-2011 28 the National As surenconducted 
Year Total Number of Average Number of Total Number of Average Number of SUE ND LOVERS- MG DOLLY CY Dyas at 
Job Postings Job Postings per Company — Applications Applications per Job ers, ase, 
class of 2010 courtesy of the Office of 
2010 5,174 45 209,852 40.5 Career Development and the 
2011 14,341 105 303,242 21.1 Registrar’s Office. 
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Foo Fighters’ 
“Wasting Light” 





me The Foo Fight- 
DITOR ers’ seventh studio 
album, “Wasting 
Light”, enters the al- 
ternative rock scene 
with a different en- 
ergy, one that some 
of the band’s previous 
albums have lacked. 





Harrison “Wasting Light” is a 
Antognioni clear example that the 


Foo Fighters haven’t 

lost a step, even as 
2011 marked the 16th year of the band’s 
existence. Instead, the group has regained 
the raw energy that highlighted its first 
two albums, 1995’s “Foo Fighters” and 
1997’s “The Colour and the Shape.” 

Front man Dave Grohl, drummer 
Taylor Hawkins, bassist Nate Mendel and 
guitarists Chris Shiflett and Pat Smear re- 
corded “Wasting Light” in Grohl’s garage 
at his home in Los Angeles with legend- 
ary rock producer Butch Vig. The record- 
ing of the album marked the first time that 
Grohl and Vig had worked on a studio al- 
bum together since their colossal success 
on Nirvana’s “Nevermind” in 1991. 

Instead of trying to appeal to the 
masses with a wider variety of songs as 
they did in past albums, the Foo Fighters 
stick to the hard rock sound that gained 
them prominence in the ’90s. 

“Wasting Light,’ without acoustic 
guitar, has been described as the band’s 
heaviest album, but it does have a softer 
side. The material ranges from loud alter- 
native rock songs like “Bridge Burning,” 
“Rope” and “Miss the Misery” to songs 
that offer listeners a deeper look into the 
band’s emotional side, like “Dear Rose- 
mary” and “I Should Have Known.” 

The first song, “Bridge Burning,” 
opens with a repetitive guitar riff that 
transforms into a pounding crescendo of 
driving guitars and rolling drums, and the 
second song, “Rope,” features an up-tem- 
po staggered guitar section that leads into 
a short drum solo and a screaming guitar 
solo that is not intended for the faint of 
hearing. 

In “Arlandria,” which may be the al- 
bum’s strongest track, Grohl quietly sings 
over a simple scratching guitar riff before 
erupting for a pre-chorus tirade in which 
he yells, “Use me up, spit me out/Let me 
be your hand-me-down/Fame, fame, go 
away/Come again some other day.” 

Vig wasn’t the only rock icon the Foo 
Fighters landed during recording, as they 
brought in Bob Mould, the former vocal- 
ist of 80s indie band Hiisker Dii to pro- 
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vide backup vocals on “Dear Rosemary.” 
The band also welcomed Grohl’s old band 
mate Krist Novoselic, the former Nir- 
vana bassist, to play on “I Should Have 
Known.” Both cameos don’t overpower 
the Foo Fighters’ sound, but instead add 
strong elements in which outside inter- 
vention was necessary. 

As listeners make their way through 
the 11-track album, a noticeable change 
in song structure occurs. After “Bridge 
Burning” and “Rope,” the songs don’t 
immediately come off as heavy or as fast- 
paced, but instead take time to develop 
into the hard rock sound that can be found 
on most of the album. A perfect example 
comes on the tenth track, “I Should Have 
Known.” The song brings emotion to the 
forefront, as it builds and slowly evolves 
from quiet sorrow to enraged angst as 
Grohl sings, “No I cannot forgive you yet/ 
To leave my heart in debt/I should have 
known.” 

Wasting Light’s final song, “Walk,” 
has an anthem-like quality that is on par 
with the band’s earlier songs “Everlong,” 
“Learn to Fly” and “Times Like These.” 
“Walk” has a stronger focus than many of 
the album’s other songs, as it has a sense 
of a new beginning. The tension slowly 
rises midway through as Grohl urgently 
sings, “Forever, whenever, I never want 
to die.” 

Even though the Foo Fighters are 
nearing the end of their second decade of 
existence, the content of “Wasting Light,” 
both lyrically and musically shows there’s 
still room to grow for a band that has ex- 
plored so many different sides of itself 
over the years. “Wasting Light” doesn’t 
cover every style of music that the band 
has experimented with during its career, 
but instead focuses on a style that the Foo 
Fighters have become known for: straight 
forward, do-it-yourself rock. 

Fans of the Foo Fighters should be 
pleased with the album, as it features a 
track-to-track consistency that has be- 
come rare with the popularity of digi- 
tally-purchased music. If you’re a fan of 
alternative rock, or are just looking for 
a better-than-average hard rock album, 
“Wasting Light” is a must-buy, or at least 
a must-listen. 


Harrison is a junior journalism 
major. Contact him at Hantognioni@ 
smcvt.edu 
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Listening to the traffic’s waves float northward overhead 


crash and overcame second-guess. 
its afternoon foam recoil, 
I waited till the last minute— He felt beauty—caught that 
the last one. last fluttering word. 
Oh! That gaze of hers! 
I watched him stare into seem- 
ing nothingness The rocky depth to climb out 
asking him his whereabouts. of 

the evening cloud to slip off of, 
Struggling to seize the moment I woke up next to a vampire 
to sort through his mind’s I hope she forgives me. 

rabble 

he squawked, unable to con- For all those whom I love. 
quer meticulous perfection. 


By Mark Moureau 


He watched a pair of geese 









Take the next step 


VIBA 


in Sustainability 


1-year, 2-year (weekend) or online 







Our students and graduates are inspiring social 






entrepreneurs, innovative corporate and government 






leaders and dynamic managers of nonprofits. These 






sustainability champions will create and work for 
businesses they believe in. At AUNE you study the 
Triple Bottom Line—people, planet, profit—approach 
to business management. 

¢ No GMAT or GRE required. 

¢ Summer or fall start. 


ANTI@H 
UNIVERSITY 
NEW ENGLAND 


Keene, New Hampshire 
800.429.1670 
www.antiochne.edu/om/mba 


Because the world needs you now. 














THE DEFENDER * Tuesday, May 3, 2011 * Vol. 29, Issue No. 7 





The Prescription Taboo 


I have been on 
COLUMNS medication since 
Epitor I was in middle 
school. Diagnosed 
with ADHD, I was 
prescribed Ritalin 
but only took it for 
a couple of months. 
I hated the idea of 
putting so many 
chemicals into my 
body. I learned how 
I felt when I was on 
it and was able to adjust my behavior to 
be calmer without the medication. 

Prescription medicines are often 
criticized for being handed out to chil- 
dren too freely. Disorders like ADHD 
and bipolar disorder are diagnosed 
more than ever and medicines are be- 
ing prescribed at an all-time high. 

I’m writing to defend my use of 
prescription 
medicine. I don’t 
like the chemi- 
cals or the fact 
that I am taking 
medicine to alter 
my mood, but 
sometimes it’s 
just necessary 
for people to get 
through the day. 
It shouldn’t be 
something to be 
ashamed of. 

I’m defend- 
ing my prescrip- 
tion medicine usage because I don’t 
know where I would be without it. P’ve 
suffered with anxiety as long as I can 
remember and was given medicine for 
it only when I came to college. I used 
to spend hours trying to fall asleep as I 
worried about the simplest things. My 
mind was always racing as my body 
tried to keep up. I would wake up every 
hour, resulting in my body becoming 
weaker. I stopped eating because my 
mind was too busy to even remember 
about meals. I had no energy and my 
grades were suffering. 

After I finally went to a doctor I 
was prescribed a medicine that would 
“take the edge off” and help me ana- 
lyze what I was feeling and essentially 
accept it. It allowed me to calm down 
enough to understand why I was so 
anxious, what caused it, and if I was 
causing myself to become more anx- 
ious than I needed to be. 

Those of you who have experi- 





Ashley 
Aubert 





would go quiet and all I 


could hear was my slow 
breathing. Every beat of my 
heart was like a punch in 


the stomach. 


COLUMNS 
I Want a Refund 


enced anxiety attacks know how scary 
it is to lose control of your emotions. 
That’s the easiest way to describe it; 
losing control. I was fine one minute 
and the next the room would be spin- 
ning. Everything around me would go 
quiet and all I could hear would be my 
slow breathing. Every beat of my heart 
was like a punch in the chest. 

I have a problem with people who 
criticize those who take (and need) 
prescription medicine. If you’ve been 
fortunate enough to be born without 
medical issues then good for you. This 
isn’t the case for everyone, including 
me. It’s hurtful when someone tells 
you they don’t approve of you taking 
medicine or laughs, accusing you of 
being a drug addict. Not only is this in- 
sulting to actual drug addicts who suf- 
fer with a debilitating disease but it’s 
ultimately making someone feel bad 
about who they 
are. I was born 
anxious. I liter- 
ally “slipped out” 
of the womb— I 
couldn’t wait to 
get out. I will al- 
ways be an anx- 
ious person. It is 
part of who I am. 

I wish pre- 
scription medi- 
cine wasn’t such 
a taboo subject. 
People need to 
remember that a 
lot of prescribed medicines are help- 
ing those that take them. Yes, there are 
always side effects, but it’s unfair to 
accuse people of taking the easy way 
out. It’s a struggle that a lot of us need 
extra help with. With that extra help I 
can focus more on being myself and 
continue living my life the way I want 
to be living it. 

Next time you want to mock some- 
one for “popping pills” ask yourself 
why a particular drug is being used. If 
it’s because a person wants to get high 
or is addicted, feel bad for them. But if 
it’s for something as simple as anxiety, 
let them be. Think about when you’re 
nervous and multiply it by a hundred. 
Welcome to an average day for a lot of 
us. 


Ashley is a junior journalism 
major. Contact her at aaubert@smcvt. 
edu 


Watching 
c Cue the news today 

: showed me _ I 
haven’t learned 
anything in the 
past four years 
and I think in- 
stead of a degree, 
I'll take a refund. 
Here I thought 
I was “learning 
what matters” and 
it turns out I don’t know anything 
about what matters. 

I don’t know how politicians 
with degrees from high falutin’ uni- 
versities can cut taxes one month 
and claim the government is broke 
the next month as if they never took 
a math class. I certainly don’t know 
why killing people in Iraq or Afghan- 
istan or Libya 
makes me safe 
or how coal 
can be clean 
or nuclear 
can be safe. 
I don’t know 
how the presi- 
dent’s _ birth 
certificate and the British royal wed- 
ding are worthy of hundreds of hours 
of TV time. 

But these are the things I see 
when I turn on the TV or log on to 
my favorite corporate news outlet 
webpage. I see people in nice suits, 
haircuts and make up telling me 
things that are fundamentally op- 
posed to what I’ve been learning for 
the past four years. 

They tell me I should be scared 
of people who don’t look like me and 
I should be grateful to live in the 
most free and democratic country 
on earth. They tell me not to worry 
about the prisoners being tortured in 
Guantanamo Bay or be concerned 
for the island nations sinking into 
the rising oceans because of climate 
change. 

Eat more chips, sit on your 
couch, and enjoy the shiny images 
floating across your high-definition 
screen. I’m supposed to be excited 
that a television can now look almost 
as lifelike as real life! I can buy an 
electronic device made in China that 
fills a need in my life I didn’t even 
know I had! And for just $19.95 I 
can get two, so when one breaks in 








Josh Hoxie 





ef obviously didn’t learn» 
what matters in the last 


four years. 


six months and is sent back to China 
as e-waste, I’Il have a back up. Never 
mind that the minerals in the bat- 
tery are funding resource wars in the 
Congo or that the plastic will end up 
in the floating trash heap in the Pa- 
cific Ocean now roughly the size of 
Texas. 

I was supposed to get a lesson in 
conformity and instead got a strong 
dose of dissidence. I was supposed to 
be learning the finer points of apa- 
thy and instead was taught empathy. 
I was told we need to find empathy 
for people we don’t know who may 
not look like us, think like us, or act 
like us. 

I obviously didn’t “learn what 
matters” in the last four years and I 
don’t know what matters now. In- 
stead of learning what matters, I 
learned that we 
face significant 
problems in our 
community, our 
country and our 
planet. 

I learned if 
we want to have 
any hope at fix- 
ing the problems we face, then we 
need to look beyond ourselves to how 
we can serve each other. I learned 
that we need to get past the back 
and forth bantering and create real, 
structural, sustainable changes. This 
put me on a track for a life that won’t 
yield the most money or be filled 
with the fanciest stuff. I’m not the 
mindless consumer best able to serve 
corporate interests. I’ve obviously 
been failed and deserve a refund. 
Either that or there is some serious 
work to get done. 





Josh Hoxie is a senior political sci- 
ence and economics double major. 
Contact him at jhoxie@smcvt.edu 


Visit Josh’s website Politically Engaged 
and Enraged. 
http://jhoxie.wordpress.com 
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Plagiarism: the 
daunting crime and 
unforgivable sin 
every writer should 
ethically avoid or 
prevent. 


MANAGING — 
DITOR 


I was taught 





tenant 
Kelley any 
Bureau quote 


or idea 

used with 
three or more words consecu- ¥& 
tively copied needs attribution. ] 
This definition expanded when I 
started my journalism classes in col- 
lege, resulting in, perhaps, over-citing my 
sources—I’d much rather over-cite than 
plagiarize. 

Even though I can remember stu- 
dents being punished for plagiarism in 
high school, I was shocked to hear that 27- 
year Washington Post veteran Sari Hor- 
witz had plagiarized at least two of her 
articles in early March. Horwitz, a two- 


Callin 


I need to come 





Guest clean to students 
r CoLumnist at St. Michael’s 
college. I apolo- 


gize for not being 
social for this past 
year. Netflix is to 
blame. Yes, it is 
true I’m addicted 
to the old reruns 





auren ngs Pie 
Chaves 5 Niels 

Weeds,” “Grey’s 

Anatomy” and 


even “Heroes.” All 
of which, thanks to Netflix, have allowed 
me to watch every episode of every sea- 
son instantly on my laptop, which are the 
fixings for a life as a recluse. 

There’s just something about shows 
from 2003 and onward that make me 
giggle with joy. For example, Dr. Chris- 
tian Troy’s style of clothing in “Nip/Tuck” 
screams early 2000s because he is always 
wearing orange-tinted glasses in order to 
see the flaws in every woman’s rack. 

DVD’s are becoming obsolete as Vi- 
acom, owner of Paramount, MTV, CBS, 
and VH1, recorded a 40 percent decline 
in DVD sales. I attribute this to Netflix 


COLUMNS 


Plagiarism: Theft, Not Error 


time Pulitzer Prize winner, stole multiple 
paragraphs from the Arizona Re- 
public’s coverage on Jar- 
ed Lee Loughner, 
the man 
















In high school, 


charged 
with the recent 
Tucson shooting of 
Congresswoman Gabrielle 

Giffords and 18 others, six of them 
fatally. 

In her only apologetic written state- 
ment thus far, Horwitz wrote, “...un- 
der the pressure of tight deadlines, I did 
something I have never done . . . it was 
wrong. It was inexcusable.” 

Perhaps I’m over-analyzing, but jour- 
nalists like Horwitz are under deadline 
pressures on a daily basis. After 27 years 
in the field, you’d think she’d established 


a way to deal with such pressures. 

In my mind ‘wrong’ and ‘inexcus- 
able’ are slight understatements for her 
actions. She not only let her readers 
down, but she has ruined her reputation 
as a writer—making her future pieces 
potentially less credible. 

Clearly, The Washington Post 

feels otherwise, because Horwitz was 

only given a three-month suspension, 

or unpaid holiday if you will, before she 
can resume writing for The Post. 

In an apology to its readers, the Post 
said, “Two articles published by The Post. 





Apparently ‘borrowed and 


duplicated’ is a nice way of 
‘P’ word. Oh, 
and I guess we can now 


saying the 


substitute ‘borrowed’ for 
‘stole,’ too. 


All Netflix 


because this website has amassed more 
memberships than Hollywood Videos and 
Blockbuster combined. 

There is an easy component that DVD 
rentals lack. Most people would rather not 
get in their gas-guzzling cars and drive to 
Blockbuster, only to forget about the rent- 
ed DVD, and return it a week later with a 
massive amount of fines. Nah, plugging 
in your Xbox, which Netflix users can use 
as an instant-watch device, or plugging 
your laptop into the TV, does not accrue 


Most people would rather 
not get into their gas- 
guzzling cars and drive to 
Blockbuster . . . and return 
[a DVD] a week later with a 
massive amount of fines. 


unnecessary fines. This is when the ad- 
diction begins, when Netflix enthusiasts 
realize there’s no reason to go outside. 


I’ve noticed that Netflix Instant 
Watch is being enjoyed not only 
by people paying for a Netflix 
account, but by people who re- 
ceive the password to Netflix 
instant watch online from 
their friends’ parents’ ac- 
count. The next step in be- 
coming a Netflix recluse 
is to always stay signed 
into Netflix by clicking 
the save password in 
the browser options. 
Then one can enjoy 
free movies on In- 
stant Watch all of 
the time. I am guilty 
of this, but I’m not the 
only guilty college student with 
wide eyes in the dark and laptop cud- 
dled in bed. 

Andy Dudash, a senior at St. Mi- 
chael’s, admits to giving his email and 
password for Netflix Instant Watch to 
grateful friends. There is no limit to how 
many computers you can have signed 
on to a Netflix account; therefore, life is 
gravy. 

Sasha Gemis, a junior at St. Michael’s, 




















. contained substantial material that was 
bortewedl and duplicated, without attribu- 
tion, from The Arizona Republic newspa- 
per.” 

Apparently ‘borrowed and duplicat- 
ed’ is a nice way of saying the ‘P’ word. 
Oh, and I guess we can now substitute 
‘borrowed’ for ‘stole,’ too. 

As a journalism student, I will con- 
tinue to see plagiarism as an unforgivable 
sin and crime, as well as work toward 
avoiding such an act at all costs. 

Striving for such values should ab- 
solutely not be limited to journalism stu- 
dents, but should apply to everyone who 
writes, whether research papers, reviews, 
creative stories or blogs. Uphold top stan- 
dards no matter what your mission may 
be. 


Kelley Bureau is managing editor of The 
Defender and a junior journalism major. 
Contact her at kbureau@smcvt.edu 


ecluses 


is an advocate for Netflix: “I mean, I 
watch it every day, it’s, like, a 
problem. I lie in bed for 12 
hours every day watch- 
ing ‘Skins’ or ‘Nip/Tuck’ 
and I’m upset that the 
main character, Freddie, 
from ‘Skins’ was brutally 
bludgeoned to death.” 

Samm Saraniti, a junior 

and a long time Netflix addict, 
admits that “Netflix completes 
me: 

I have to rat out one more 
Netflix user/abuser, my father. 
And I can now say, “Like father, like 

daughter.’ He recently nabbed his 
brother’s password to Netflix Instant 
Watch; however, he is far deeper than 
me in his addiction because he now has it 
on the home computer and his iPhone (for 
usage at work). 


Lauren Chaves is a junior journalism 
major. Contact her at Ilchaves@smcvt. 
edu 
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Terrific Season Ends for Women’s Tennis 


Emily Ogilvy 
First Team 
No. 6 Slot 





Photo by Jean-Marie McGrath 


Marran Ranks 
Third Team 
No. 2 Slot 


By Lauren Barone 
Staff Writer 


Despite a season-ending 
loss to Southern New Hampshire 
University in its Northeast-10 
semifinal match April 20, the St. 
Michael’s women’s tennis team 
had a successful year, compiling 
a 12-4 record (9-3 in conference 
play). 

Four players received post- 
season all-conference honors. 

Head coach Greg Cluff, who 
received coach of the year for the 
league, recognized that it was an 
exceptional season for the team. 

“We had a terrific season. 
We are very fortunate in hav- 
ing wonderful players with high 
goals,” Cluff said. 

Cluff said that season high- 
lights include the performance in 
the NE-10 conference, as well as 
team bonding in Orlando, where 
the Purple Knights played over 
spring break. 

Cluff was not shy in ac- 
knowledging the achievements 
of his players. 

“A number of our players 
this year were selected for the 
NE-10 conference team, and 
they were well deserved awards,” 
Cluff said. 

Four women received all- 
conference honors in various 
slots because of their outstand- 
ing individual statistics. Among 
them was sophomore Emily Ma- 
gee, who received second team 
honors at the No. 3 slot. 

Magee was happy with how 
the overall season turned out. 


Greg Cluff 
NE-10 Coach 
of the Year 


She said losing in the North- 
east-10 semifinals, resulting in 
missing the NCAA tournament 
was the lone failure. 

“T think we’re a bit disap- 
pointed we didn’t make it to the 
NCAA,” Magee said. 

The team will face difficul- 
ties in the fall as it loses three 
players who are graduating this 
spring. 

“Tm a little concerned,” 
Cluff said. “I just know that the 
seniors we’re losing are a big 
deal.” 

The seniors’ departure in- 
jures the team statistically and, 
as Cluff said, culturally. He said 
it will be difficult next season to 
recreate the type of team the se- 
niors “allowed them to have.” 

“They’re the heart and soul 
of our team. They’re the leaders 
of our team,” Cluff said. 

Marran Ranks, a mathemat- 
ics and secondary education ma- 
jor, is one of the three graduat- 
ing seniors. Named second team 
all-conference in the No. 2 slot, 
Ranks is pleased with her tennis 
career at St. Michael’s. 

“It’s been a great four years. 
We’ve done a lot for the pro- 
gram,” Ranks said. 

Though she would have 
liked to see the team make the 
NCAA tournament, Ranks said 
the team played well, and that 
despite losing her final match, 
her career had ended on a happy 
note. 

She said she’Il most miss the 
camaraderie among her team- 
mates. 


Emily Magee 
Second Team 
No. 3 Slot 


“The part I’m really going 
to miss is the team atmosphere. 
I mean, I will miss the matches, 
but when I look back at it, it’s the 
team,” Ranks said. 

She will also miss playing 
under the direction of Cluff, who 
she cited as one of the reasons 
she chose to attend St. Michael’s. 
Ranks said she knows the team 
will be in good hands after her 
departure under Cluff’s direc- 
tion. 

“He cares about our team so 
much,” Ranks said. 

Cluff, who’s record as head 
coach is 99-52 is excited to bring 
in new players and watch them 
develop. 

“Tt will be interesting to see 
their growth both as players and 
as competitors,” Cluff said. 

Magee also knows that get- 
ting new players adapted to the 
faster pace of play is a big part of 
next season’s success. 

“T just hope we can get the 
freshmen used to the college lev- 
el,” Magee said. 

Ranks is leaving confident 
that her teammates will continue 
to see success on the courts. 

“T think they’re in good 
hands with our coach,” Ranks 
said. 

Cluff said as long as the 
girls enjoy the experience, it’s a 
successful season. 

“Our number-one goal will 
be to have fun,” Cluff said. 


Jean-Marie McGrath 
First Team 
No. 5 slot 
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Water Polo Accepted as Club Sport 


By Lauren Barone 
Staff Writer 


A new member joined the 
St. Michael’s family April 14 as 
the water polo club was approved 
by the Student Association in a 
unanimous vote. 

Water polo was granted club 
sport status (like rugby) and the 
full $500 allotted for clubs in 
their first year. The co-ed team 
will seek membership in the 
Collegiate Water Polo Associa- 
tion (CWPA) and compete in in- 
tercollegiate tournaments in the 
fall of next year. 

Juniors John O’Connor and 
Dan Healy presented their de- 
tailed proposal at the SA meet- 
ing. 

“T love the sport. I definitely 
missed it,’ O’Connor said. “I 
wanted to start a team since I 
transferred.” 

O’Connor was captain of his 
water polo team in high school 
and played club water polo at 
Boston University before trans- 
ferring to St. Michael’s his soph- 
omore year. Healy has no back- 
ground in playing on a team, but 
as a member of the St. Michael’s 
swim team, water polo is often 
used as part of the training. 

“We use [it] as a bonding ac- 
tivity,’ Healy said. 

As of now, the club has 
around 20 members, and mak- 
ing sure students stay commit- 
ted is among the club’s concerns, 
according to Healy. The club’s 
rules state that anyone can join, 
though O’Connor stressed com- 
petence at swimming as key for 


membership. 

“We'd like to get people 
who have played, but we want to 
get as many people as possible,” 
Healy said. 

The club will be co-ed. Col- 
legiate water polo has separate 
women’s and men’s leagues, but 
the men’s collegiate league—the 
league that the club is looking to 
join—allows women players. 

O’Connor and Healy do not 
see an issue in allowing women 
to play on the same team with 
men. Women have the potential 
to be just as skilled players as 
men do, O’Connor said. Faculty 
advisor Alain Brizard, associate 
professor of physics, is also hap- 
py to see the sport be co-ed, and 
is hopeful it will increase student 
interest. 

“The fact that it’s co-ed is 
also increasing participation,” 
Brizard said. 

Brizard is excited to see 
water polo available at St. Mi- 
chael’s, but, having played it in 
high school, he recognizes the 
sport’s physical demands. 

“Tt’s just a tremendously 
challenging sport,” Brizard said. 
“There’s a lot of things going on 
below the surface of the water.” 

Along with consistent stu- 
dent participation, finances are 
one of the club’s biggest concerns. 
Membership fees for the CWPA 
can be up to $1800, according to 
the club financial proposal. That, 
coupled with transportation fees 
for tournaments, makes the first- 
year expenses more than the al- 
lotted club budget. 

O’Connor has plans inaction 





to get the remaining amount, in- 
cluding contacting alumni swim- 
mers and putting on fundraising 
events. Until then, the club will 
borrow equipment from neigh- 
boring high schools, O’Connor 
said. Brizard’s biggest concern is 
the expense of goals, which, ac- 


cording to the Powerpoint, cost 


$1,450 each. Many of these piec- 
es will be borrowed, however, 
and O’Connor said that expenses 
would drop after the first year. 
Finding available pool time 
could prove to be a challenge, ac- 
cording to O’Connor. The pool 
is often set aside for open swim, 
use by a community group of 
young swimmers and the St. Mi- 


chael’s swim team. A concern | 
raised by the Student Associa- | 





tion was the cross-participation | 
by swim team members in water | 


polo, but Healy is confident that 
will not be an issue. 

Despite concerns, both stu- 
dents and their faculty advisor 
are happy to see the school ush- 
er in a new sport. O’Connor is 
hopeful this will open students’ 
eyes to a challenging but fun 
new activity. 

“IT figured students would 
love it if they got a chance to play 
it,’ O’Connor said. 

Brizard is hopeful that stu- 
dents engaging in something as 
challenging as water polo can 
help them stay more focused on 
their difficult academics. 

“Any time students can be 
involved in a challenging sports 
activity in addition to hopefully 
a challenging academic environ- 
ment, they feed on each other.” 





ao | 
Photo by Ashley Aubert 


Members of the future water polo team test the waters at their first club meeting 








Photo by Peter Hanson 


The baseball team has struggled this season, compiling a 5-24 re- 


cord 





By: Peter Hanson 


Earlier in the semester I 
wrote an article for The Defend- 
er about St. Michael’s varsity 
teams being at a major disadvan- 
tage due to the lack of athletic 
scholarships given. St. Michael’s 
offers 20 athletic scholarships, 
which are divided equally be- 
tween the men’s and women’s 
basketball teams. 

In the Northeast-10 confer- 
ence, 12 of the 16 schools give 
at least 50 scholarships to their 
varsity programs. St. Michael’s 
athletes play against top players 
who are talented enough to earn 
money towards their tuition, but 
aren’t rewarded themselves. 

In the article, I noted that St. 
Michael’s sports teams overall 
record was 93-212-12 (53-117-7 
in NE-10 play) from fall of 2009 
to spring of 2010. 

With the weather finally be- 
ginning to prove there is a spring 
season in Vermont, and the 
school year coming to a close, 
St. Michael’s varsity programs 
have compiled a record of 112- 
186-8 (72-116-8) since fall 2010. 
Although this is nothing to brag 
about, it shows signs of improve- 
ment. 

As of March 29, St. Mi- 
chael’s still sat in second-to-last 
place in the Northeast-10 Presi- 
dent’s Cup standings, an award 
given to the school with the most 
on-field success. But second-to- 


Improvement? Kind Of 


last isn’t dead last. 

After winter break, I saw 
a school spirit during the bas- 
ketball playoffs that I had yet to 
see during my three years here. 
The men’s team making it to the 
Northeast-10 quarterfinals in 
head coach Michael Harding’s 
first year on campus was a great 
surprise. 

But even that didn’t compare 
to the excitement of the women’s 
basketball team winning its first 
home playoff game in 19 years. 

Also worth noting is the 
women’s tennis team finishing 
with a 13-5 record and the men’s 
lacrosse team is heading to the 
playoffs with a 9-5 record. 

It seems as though it will 
never happen, but one can’t help 
but think how much success 
these teams might have if they 
were able to give out scholar- 
ships. 

Even awarding each team 
one or two scholarships would 
help coaches draw better re- 
cruits. More teams might have 
records over .500, and St. Mi- 
chael’s would be able to compete 
for the top of the President’s Cup 
standings rather than struggling 
to get out of the bottom. Then 
maybe we could see some more 
of that school spirit for other 
teams. 
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Outstanding Knights eae 


Recognizing personal or team achievement Schedule 








Men’s Lacrosse 


The men’s lacrosse team, ranked tenth 
in the nation, expects to climb in the 
polls after extending its win streak to 


Tuesday, May 3 
Men’s Lacrosse vs. Assumption, 4 p.m. 


(Northeast-10 quarterfinal matchup) 


four, including wins over Bentley, 5-3, 
and Assumption, 7-5, improving its re- 
cord to 9-5 (8-2). The team enters the 
Northeast-10 tournament with the third 
seed and is set to play Assumption in a 
quarterfinal matchup May 3. 


Wednesday, May 4 
Baseball @ Norwich, 3 p.m. 
Baseball @ Norwich 5:30 p.m. 





Photo by Paul Tortora Sr. Er iday, May 6 
Junior Paul Tortora splits through two Men’s Lacrosse @ Adelphi TBA 


Molloy defenders, March 16. (Northeast-10 semifinal matchup. Only if 
the team beats Assumption) 


Sunday, May 8 
Men’s Lacrosse @ TBA 


(Northeast-10 Championship game. Only if 
the team advances to this point) 


Women’s Lacrosse 


The women’s lacrosse team closed out its sea- 
son with a 13-11 loss at home to American In- 
ternational College. The team’s final record 
sat at 2-14. Eliza Scoba led the team in points 
for the second consecutive year with 30 goals 
and 18 assists. 





Photo by Peter Hanson 
First-year Beth Cusimano avoids 


an Adelphi defender, April 16. 


Softball 


The softball team finished its season with 
a 6-32 record. The young team graduates 
only three seniors this year. Sophomore 
Stephanie Frank led the team at the plate 
with a .257 batting average. 


ANPS, BIOL, HLTH, PHYS, PSS 
(yes, we speak your language) 





UVM Summer University offers a variety of science 
courses in medical, health, biological & physical 
sciences with credits that can transfer back to your 
institution. This summer, focus on the requirements 
that you really need. Post-baccalaureate summer 
premedical programs available, as well as over 

400 general requirement courses. 


“Photo courtesy of SMC website 
Sophomore Stephanie frank 
fields a grounder 


Baseball 


The Purple Knights’ baseball team has 
just two more games on its schedule. The 
team’s record is 5-24. First-year Alex Tice 


Registration begins February 15. 


Summer classes start May 23. (8) 
Sf 


Catch Up. Get Ahead. a 
On Campus. Online. 2 eee 


uvm.edu/summer/stmikes SUMMER UNIVERSITY 


leads the team in batting with a .323 aver- 
age. Next season, the team will re-enter 
the Northeast-10 conference. 
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Top Row, from Left: Harrison Antognioni, Courtney Jordan, Lynne Anderson, Samantha Merrill, Kelley Bureau, Jordan Kilty, Peter Hanson 
Bottom Row, from Left: Sam Hooper, Ashley Aubert, Krystilyn Atkinson, Jen Merrihew 


The Defender staff would like to thank the campus and community for the interest and support in this semester’s paper. Although some tough 
topics have been dealt with, and we have received both positive and negative feedback throughout the semester, we print the last issue with pride. 
We are pleased to announce that the New England Society of Newspaper Editors has recently judged our paper as one of the best newspapers among 
all colleges throughout the six-state region, and we look forward to receiving our award on May 5 in Dedham, Mass. We would also like to extend a 


special thanks to our advisors Kevin Kelley and Courtney Lamdin for helping to make his semester run smoothly. We will see you in the fall, with a 
new staff, and a few returning staffers! 


- The editors of The Defender 


